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Building a Character 

 

 

The beast is a character. It can be just an animal figure. But to give it a personality is also to tell its story…to 
connect it with its surroundings in some meaningful way and to give it a purpose to be.  Your patchwork beast 
could just be a celebration of the animal itself, or it might be an embodiment of another, a metaphor in some 
way for some important experience or happening. The beast could make your own story come alive. If you 
give your beast a life of its own, embellishing it will come with the relationship you form with it. I find even the 
little animals in children's books have a life, a purpose, and perhaps a message for the reader.  

The first thing I do is name the beast. The name is important.  Just like the name for anything else, it is an 
introduction. This happens when I identify the animal, maybe after I have connected it to a few stray scraps 
that seem to fit, or even after just looking at the piece and creating a story around it. The name could be 
someone you know, yourself or just a description of the beast or just a piece of the story it invokes.  As I work, 
I keep ideas pinned to the cloth as they occur.  In the piece pictured here, it looked to me that the figure was 
moving from the earth to the sky and  I decided to call this one Faith, the connector of worlds….  

 

 



 

 

 

And the butterfly, well maybe  Multi-Winged Wild Thing, Keeper of the Desire To Fly, or…Master of Mystery 
Flight.  By using words like keeper, giver, catcher, etc., some action is added that encourages story.  

Once you have a name (let this name change as you go if it feels right) and a bit of story idea, you can start to 
add more detail to your beast. It is very handy to print out some copies of your images (black and white saves 
on colored printer ink). You can use a pen or pencil to try out embellishment ideas. This is a great planning 
tool if you are not comfortable with drawing directly on fabric or if you are uncertain how to proceed.  

The personality forms through a series of layered considerations for cloth and character. The patchwork 
method is really about seams. And for me they need to be honored in some way. The embellishment for my 
patchwork beast always starts with some attention to the seams which is the main the character of the cloth.  
I add my first elements relative to the seams, they guide me.  I simply fold and finger press one side of my 
initial appliqués and place them right against one of the existing seams. I like how they seem to become part 
of the patch work on one edge.   I use some pins and then an invisible baste to hold the fold in place. The 
remaining edges can be turned or treated in a ragged manner.  

Details on stitch and appliqué methods will follow.  

 

 



 


