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Fully Pieced Beast Block 

The Home Base method can be a quick start to creating your beast. You might want to stay with 

that. But you can also create more complex patchwork to use as a base.  I use the same banded 

method to design my more complex patterns. The butterfly is a simple one to experiment with.  

The butterfly is my symbol for 

becoming more. And so I 

thought it would be a good way 

to explain how your pattern 

can also become more. I have 

made a couple of sketches here 

to show you where I usually 

start.  You can of course get as 

detailed as you want with 

slicing up a section, the smaller 

the pieces, the harder it will be 

to manage the seams, so stay 

simple in the beginning, you 

can always  embellish details. 

Tip: you can also just baste your 

seams outward.  

Video 

This method gives you a fully 
pieced block, which can be 
trimmed, added to, combined 
with others and embellished as 
you wish.  It also gives you full 
control over the choice of fabric 
for each piece. I find this handy 
when I want to use the color 
substitution method. A blue 
ground for instance, can 

involve many blues. This creates movement and interest in the layout.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfEzPfpGZR0


With this method your steps are: 

1. Draw your pattern on paper and cut out all the pieces, leave them in place on a flat surface 
so you can stay organized. 

2. Separate the pieces slightly so that you can see your pattern sections clearly. 

3. Lay each pattern piece on your desired fabric, pin if necessary and freely cut a piece slightly 
larger than the pattern piece for seam allowance. If you want to be very exact you can trace 
first.  Personally, I like the shifts and imperfections.  

4. Replace each pattern piece with a fabric piece as you work, leaving them laid out in position. 

5. Begin your sewing as described in the first lesson, working in sections, then sew your sections 
together.  Remember to press your seams outward. 

 

 

 



To make the pattern more complex, you can begin to add more sections to your banded 
pattern. The one below has been expanded to 5 sections.   

 

How about a cat? Maybe it needs a band on the top and bottom? That would make it 6….  

 


