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Faces 

 

Putting a face on your beast can 

be done many ways.  I have no 

set rules. You can fussy cut motifs 

and scraps and apply them 

directly to you cloth. You can 

draw directly on your piece and 

stitch over the drawing. But in the 

beginning, it is good to practice a 

bit first. The sampler is a great 

way to do that. You can try out 

many new techniques, 

experiment with color and stitch, 

and end up with a fabulous 

personal cloth as well.  Your 

experiments can also be cut up 

and used as appliques later.  You might even cut out your fabric sketch and pin it in place to use as a 

guide as you stitch.  Working your faces separately as experiments sometimes takes the stress out of the 

process until you get comfortable working directly on the piece.  

I get my faces on cloth in various 

ways. Sometimes I fold a piece of 

paper to make squares or 

rectangles and then doodle a face 

in each box. This can be scanned 

into the computer and then 

printed on cloth that has been 

ironed to freezer paper. It is not 

important that the ink stays 

permanent because it will be 

covered up after stitching. But I 

don't do that much. 

 

 



I like to draw directly on the fabric, but I sometimes draw on paper first and then trace the 

drawing onto fabric by using a light box or simply taping it to a window. The background can be 

any color. I find a simple white colored pencil can be used on dark fabric.Another trick is to use  

some scraps of colored sheers to overlay on your drawing before stitching. This way they can be 

all different.  

 

I have attached a sample for you to print and use if you like. But maybe you want to just do some of 

your own.  I do use that invisible baste to tack it to some lightweight backing before starting to stitch.  

 

There are many places to get face inspiration, I like masks, old toys and carved figures. 

I have a flickr group of some faces i have done... 

 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/joodles/sets/72157616997076333/with/4812505974/


 

 

So it is quite handy, portable and fun to experiment with faces separate from your cloth. I will be 

demonstrating some techniques for stitching it all down.  Use your little scraps and even do a little 

collage face sampler. You can refine the shapes later for appliqué to a larger piece. I always say...you can 

never have too many faces. 

 

 


