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Hand Piecing 

 

 

I know we are all rushing around here, stitching up a storm  

but today I just wanted to talk about slowing down.  I have 

been talking about color blankets and the ones I showed 

earlier  were put together quickly on the machine. And 

that's fine...but really my favorite thing to do is to sew 

them up by hand.  This method is great for the tiniest 

pieces, especially this precious little scraps of indigo that i 

can never discard, no matter how small.  i often use these 

little hand stitched blankets as bases or to embellish my 

story cloths. 

I am taking this opportunity to talk just a bit about hand 

piecing in general, which can apply also as an alternative method for any of the patterns so far presented. I do, yes, do 

some simple machine stitching for the beasts, to get started, but a lot the piecing work is also hand done. These hand 

techniques are often intermingled with the machine work and that combination is ultimately what gives the cloths  a 

special character and hand feel that makes them unique. Video 

Hand stiching a seam is quite simple.  : 

Place right sides together and pin if you need to.  Use a double thread for extra strength.  Start and end with a 

backstitch.  You can use a small running stitch or a backstitch, I use a combination of one backstitch and then two 

running stitches, which makes a good strong combination.  To keep it unplugged, you can eliminate the iron by thumb 

pressing the seams open and then using an invisible baste to keep the seams pressed in place.  This baste does not have 

to be removed.  An invisible baste is simply a very tiny( the tiniest) stitch on the front and a much longer stitch on the 

back.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOc7jN-E0vw


 

 

 

 

 

Some tips I would suggest for hand stitching include... 

Stitch in good light, in the sunlight if possible. 

Don't make the thread too long. 12" is enough, too much length encourages tangles. 

Thread a bunch of needles ahead of time...it lessen the interruptions of a task. 

Don't pull your thread too tight. 

 

You might consider this basting technique for the 
seams of your machine piecing also.  I do. It makes 
it much easier to handle and changes the character 
of the cloth, making it flatter, less puffy  and easier 
to embellish.  And it will slow you down. (Clip any 
excess that builds up at the intersection if 
necessary).  

 


