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The Wrap and the Outline 

 

 

 

Filling spaces can be done with cloth or stitch. For stitch, the split backstitch is my favorite 
because it is so versatile. But I have another, commonly known as the satin stitch. I call my 
version the wrap... because it wraps the front and back of the cloth in thread. Be aware that it 
uses a bit more thread and will also stiffen or change the tension of the cloth if used in large 
areas. It is important to make note of your tension as you go and not to pull the stitch too tight.  

This stitch has a nice smooth and raised effect but I like to stay away from making the stitches 
too long because they don't wear well and can move around a lot and snag and distort.  I break 
up larger areas. Two strand of floss works well for me, the more the strands, the more the 
fabric will distort. These stitches are very close together. After a few stitches, the thread tend to 
twist, so let it untwist once in a while to keep it from tangling.  

Video 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-JNWifcxvM


 

 

Care in placing you stitches closely and thumb-smashing will insure a smooth surface. If you 
find gaps later, you can go back and fill in the spaces with another round of stitching.  Or just 
enjoy the way it is. You choose. Perfection is only a point of view. This stitch can be cleaned up 
or enhanced with a single thread outline. Outlines an add great detail to your work.  Slow and 
patient attention to detail can make a difference in your embroidered faces. Some of the tiniest 
less obvious stitches can create the special effect of expression.  

Tip: This stitch looks great using variegated thread.  

 

 


